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Thick black line shows present front; other lines show railways.

i pushed as¥ar as the Russians have pushed ! They would, too, have to retire throughdun.
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\ttack on a Broad Front the
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Fikelv Method—Where the
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By FRANK H. SIMONDS
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their drive into Bukowina then Le Cateau
resched and the British would
the

that which

vould

sut the other road to Brussels and

main line of German supply

from Aix-la-Chapelle, through

Lid and Namur to Le Cateau and thence

tu =t Quentin and La Fére,

At Valenciennes the British would be
far in the rear and to the south of Lille;
they would he astride the railroad {rom
Lille to Mons and menacing the only
other important line leading into Lil
from the east, that from Tournai. In a

word Lille would be as untenable as was

Dubine, after the Russians had broken
throurh at Lutsk and to the south of
Lutsk, To the south Péronne would bg sim

ilarly threatened with envelopment, if it
had not already been outflanked by a drive

from Albert.

The Consequences.

It this situatiwon there would be no
choice for the Germans. They would have
1o draw back their lines hetween Noyon
and the sea; they would have to evacuat.

But they would have
this. At Noyon their

line turns due east and runs to the Meuse

Peronne and Lalle.

do more than

Lia
hefore Verdun. The sectors of Roye, La
Fere and Laon are supplied by the rail
roads which the British would have cut
They would be i tne position of the Rus
sian Carpathian armies after Mackensen
had penetrated the lines of the Dunajee
nrmy before Tarnow.

with little

SUCCESS

the angle

Given @ =mashing
warning, the

Poronne and Soissons would be in

Germans in be-
tween
grave danger of being enveloped; thes
would be in a nasty corner and it would

require extreme skill to draw them out

I front;

broken country and away from the lines
of railroad by which they have heen sup
plied. If the French chose the same time

to make an attack on the Champagne
front, this would complicate the situation

But | do not mean to carry this specu
lation to absurd limits. What is interest

ing is that we have just seen a success

ful hreaking of trench lines on a very

wide front. We have seen the penetratio
of the Russians for thirty and even forty
miles within the former Austro-Germin
we have seen the Austro-Germans
compelled to reéstablish their line well be
hind their old position and there is still
doubt &= to the degree to which they have
sureeeded,
The Coming Offensive.

Now on the Western front we have
sound reason for believing that within a
relatively hrief period there is to be an-
other Allied offensive. It is possible that
it will be made on a narrow front, say or
a fifteen mile front, between Arras and
l.a Bassee, on the familiar grounid of the
earlier contests for the Vimy ridge and
Lens. But all such Allied attacks have
failed and the Verdun operation does not
invite imitation.

Behind this line from the Somme to the
Yser we know that the British have con-
centrated nearly a million and a half of
mer, that they are just about through
with the task of getting over big guns
and that they are beginning to have suf.
ficient ammunition and have had no call
to use large guantities of shells since the

Loos fighting of last September
A Waiting Gamae.

The French are making a gallant ana
so far sustained resistance before Ver-
The Allied strategy plainly envis-

BRITISH BREAK THROUGH THE LINE

Great British Drive

From La

Bassee to

sxpected in July—
Peronne the

Chicf Blow Will Be Struck—
Railroads of Germans— The
Chance of Success.
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oz a wailling game Lo tne paint where
he Germans have used up as much of
heir reserve 8 1 w oliminated Wwith-
it risk to Alhed fortunes incident to
Ml Progr either at Verdun ol
lrowhere.
I'ne Russian success has drawn large

jumbers of German troops to Ko el. They

inay have come from France: they may
ave come from the free reserves that
vere on foot in Germany and intended
or an offensive this summer. Some of

he great mass of German troops which
vere concentrated behind the lines facing
British winter have certainly

the last

been transferred to Verdun
Sometime in July.

We may expect, then, some further de

lay on the part of the British, a delay
not due to unwillingness or unprepared
ness, hut a delay that is a main point it
\llied strategy. The British will attack
whenever their Allies ask them; this is
ure, We may expect that the British
will wait until the Germans have
weaken their Western lines to meet the

Russian drive. This simply follows out
the plan of the Russians, who waited un
been stripped for

and for the Ver

til the Eastern lines had

attacks upon the Halians
dun operation.
unless all the

But sometime in July.

forecasts ave wrong and all the better in
formed military observers mistaken, the
British will make their first great con
contrated effort to break the Western lines.

They may or may not be helped by a

French operation in Champagne. Per-
onally I do not believe the French will
be asked for any great effort. But what

the French are now doing is daily reduc

ing the German effectives before Verdun

at a rate which must be high, although

to themselves i3 great.

the cost
We may expect that when this British
it will be delivered on a wide

thrust conms

. that it will possibly be accompanied

on

by a very heavy attack north of Lille, from

the Ypres salient down the Lys Valley

toward Menin and Courtrai, threatening

(shent :i!HI the German communications

with Ostend and Zecbrugge.
The Chief Blow.

blow must come south of

la

dut the chief

and from Basszce to Péronne

L:‘i""
Here is a front of some fifty miles, which,
aside from the Vimy ridge, part of which

in British hands, offers no considerable

al obstacle. The slope 1s with the

British and they will advance down hill

into the hroad plain of Northern France.

small advance, a dozen miles,

Only a
would -t‘rlnd~l_\' menace Lille and cut the
Lille-Douai railvoad, it would take Péronne
and threaten St. Quentin to the south, it

would make the German position in all of

this region from the Oise to the sea ex-
veedingly dangerous,
Yet such an advance, if 1t were to go

no further, would mean that the
Hritish had
anvthing really considerable. [t

great

effort failed to accomplish
woulid
mean that the Germans would be able to
kold on in France and Belgium until next
spring, for the British will not be able to
deliver more than one blow this vear, and

if it does not come until late July or Au
gust the season for operations wi# he rel-

atively short.

What to Watch,

Those who are at all interested in the

military situation should devote a little
time to the study of the map of the part
of the Western front from the OQise to the
sed, The least trained eye can casily dis-
tinguish the meaning of the ratlroad lines
that run parallel to the German frone.
They can easily understand what it would
mean if the British were able to push east
and cut these lines, The distanee is short;

it 18 not greater than the distance covered

by the Russians in recent weeks, but cov
ering this distance would have a far
greater effect than the Russian advance

because of the situation of the raillway

lines, and, for that matter, the roads a

well.

When there does come a report of Brit.
ish activity it is well to watch the official
[ens,

-aports for mention of La Bassee,

Bapaume and Péronne, as well az Menin

and Roulers, north of Ypres. Unless sev-
eral of these places yield promptly to the
British attack it will he zafe to conclude
that the drive has been held at the outset
Allied drives hitherto been

all have

The Next Step.

If several of these places fall at once
the next step will be an attack upon Douai,
Cambrai and an effort to envelop Lille
hoth from the north and fromr the south
that have as their objec
If the Brit

will then

hy movements
tives Courtrai and Tournal.
ish reach Douai and Cambrai, it

t they have made

be time to recognize
a great advance and that the whole Ger

man line in France is in deadly peril.

If

the movement progresses and the

British reach Valenciennes, La Cateau and
even St. Quentin, then it will be clear that

the end of German occupation in France

be

their

blem will

come and the

hiis

the Ger 1§ can draw

whether

troops out without surrenders and

iarge

onditions which are wholly simiiar

under

| Galivia

faced by the Ru:

‘ians ir

In Belgium.

Se far | have discussed the situation n
I'rance. 1t remains to say a word about
the Belgian possibility,
suceess south of Lille, followed by a very

made

An overwheiming

rapid advance, such as Mackense:

in the first days of his great Galician cam
imperil the

Western Be

might ecasily mean a retirement

lagt summer, would

paign
whole German situation in

gium; 1t

behind the Meuze from Mezidres or Give!

ight mean a retirement b
Namur

to Ghent; it m

hind the Meuse as far north as

and the standing between the Sambre an
the Scheldt on lines that have been pre
pared. Lastly, there is the final possibil

ity that it might involve a retirement
behind the Meuse from Liége, through Na
mur to Meziéres,

So far the Germans have succeeded in
stopping every attack upon their Weatern
front within three miles, They have them

selves nes been able to make more, ex
cept before Verdun, where they have madi
around six, It is open to doubt whether
their lines can be broken now, after they
have had more than a vear and a half to
fortify them, It is open to doubt whether
4 penetration can be made on a front suf
The best

wholly dis-

ficiently wide to open a gap.

informed military obser

agree on this point. The Verdun fail-

are justifie

s the school who doubt; the

Russian success supports those who be

The debate can be settled only on

leve.

The Chance of Success.

again, I have not attempted here
to hint or assert that the German lines

cun be broken.

Personally 1 believe the

thing is entirely possible; but far better
informed critics, who are much more qual-
ified to hold an opinion, assert that the
But

ored to show what would happen if the

thing is impossible, I have endeav-
lines should be broken and the successive
phases that the operation would follow as
it developed,

Unless the British offensive shall tur

the Germane out of France, save betweer

the Meuse and the Ardennesz, it will be &

If

cAR even

failure. it does this, it will do all that

any one with great optimism

hope for. If, in addition, it should free a

portion of Belgium it would be the great

est =uccess of the war and would

repay

Britain for &ll her disappointments and

waitings. [t would also leave Britain'

allies little to complain of. But it is un

fair to criticise the British for failure to

act now; they are following the lines of a

devised by all tue

trategy which has bee;

Allies in conference, and their own work

15 laid out for them, not by themselve
wt by their French and Russian allies ia

a large measure.



